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Why we need Accessible materials

• Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA part D 
sec.674e3) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act  ensure the provision of a free and appropriate 
public education (FAPE) and to meet the 
requirements of “providing instructional materials 
to blind persons or other persons with print 
disabilities, in a timely manner” (NC 1501-14.3a)



Print Disability 

• A disability that severely inhibits or prevents 
a person from reading traditional print 
materials

• Includes visual impairments, learning 
disabilities (including dyslexia) or physical 
disabilities



Accessible Educational Materials

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=6&v=6U3uKNKMv7s
<iframe width="560" height="315" src="https:/www.youtube.com/embed/6U3uKNKMv7s" frameborder="0" allow="autoplay%3B encrypted-media" allowfullscreen></iframe>


Accessible Educational Materials 

• AEM is print-based educational materials 
converted into specialized formats, 
related to the requirements of the IDEA 

• Implementation of the National 
Instructional Materials Accessibility 
Standard (NIMAS)

• Include both print-based & digital learning 
materials also graphic, audio or video



NiMAC

• National Instructional Materials Access 
Center providing files for elementary & 
secondary school students with print 
disabilities 

• Files are available to “authorized users” 

• Authorized users may also be considered 
Accessible Media Producers(AMP)





Decision Making Tools for Teams

• Functional Vision/Learning Media Assessments 
(FV/LMA)- Administered by the Teacher of the 
Visually Impaired

• Assistive Technology Evaluation-Conducted by AT 
Specialist 

• AEM Navigator-Online can be completed by the 
team to consider all media

• AIM Explorer-Downloaded for student input

• PAR- Protocols for Accommodations in Reading

• SETT- Framework



Functional 
Vision 

& 
Learning 
Media 

Assessment

➢ Part an evaluation to 
determine preferred 
Media for students with 
Visual Impairments. 

➢ Examines both the 
students functional 
access to print materials 
and their sensory 
preferences

➢ Performed by a Teacher 
of the Visually Impaired



Assistive 
Technology
Evaluation

➢ OCALI Ohio Center for

Autism and Low Incidence

➢ WATI The Wisconsin Assistive 
Technology Initiative

➢ The Quality Indicators for 
Assistive Technology

➢ SETT Framework

https://www.ocali.org/project/guidelines_for_assistive_technology_assessment
https://www.ocali.org/project/guidelines_for_assistive_technology_assessment
http://www.wati.org/free-publications/assessing-students-needs-for-assistive-technology/
http://www.qiat.org/indicators.html


Accessible 
Educational 

Materials 
Navigator 

➢Free online tool teams may use to 
guide discussions 

➢Provides a summary of 
information

➢Can be completed by any all 
team members

Sample of summary 



Accessible 
Instructional 

Materials 
Explorer

➢ Can be accessed by any 
team member working with 
the student

➢ Recommend to practice 
before assessing

➢ Grade leveled passages with 
comprehension questions

➢ Summary of preferences

Examples



Protocol for 
Accommodations

in Reading

Free (PAR*)individual testing 
Paid (uPAR) group testing

Free information on line and 
in PDF could be beneficial 
to teams 

Can be used as a screener 
or data collection by any 
team members who are 
trained*

http://donjohnston.com/upar/




Forms of Accessible Materials 

AudioOnline



Resources

NFB Comprehensive List

Braille Large Print AudioOnline 

AFB

Braille Plus

Bookshare

Louis

MBTF*

NBP

NPBN

NLS

WisBrl

ABLE

APH

Braille Plus

Bookshare

BWB

Learning Ally 

LRS

NLS

Bookshare

Braille Plus

Learning Ally 

McDL**

Wiley

ABC

ABLE

Braille Plus

Bookshare

Daisy

Learning Ally 

NC Kids

Tar Heel

Offers Thermal Printing and Embossing for graphics ; **Publishers usually offer on line access to schools that purchased the text ; **McDougal Littell

NORTH CAROLINA-Statute Sec 115C-90 No requirements for publishers. 

Contracts allow State Board of Ed to produce Braille, large print, and audio cassette copies for use in state public schools.

https://nfb.org/braille-transcription-resource-list
http://www.afb.org/info/living-with-vision-loss/braille/national-literacy-program-fact-sheets-resource-lis/where-to-get-braille/1235
http://www.brailleplus.net/
https://www.bookshare.org/cms/
http://louis.aph.org/
Michigan Braille Transcribing Fund%252525252525252525253B Jackson, MI
http://www.nbp.org/
http://www.aph.org/pbf/directory/
https://www.loc.gov/nls/
http://www.wisbrl.org/bookproj.html
http://www.ablenow.org/
http://shop.aph.org/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/Home_10001_11051
http://www.brailleplus.net/
https://www.bookshare.org/cms/
https://www.betterworldbooks.com/large-print-books-H71289.aspx?hFR[Categories.lvl0][0]=Large%20Print%20Books
https://www.learningally.org/
http://www.largeprintexperts.com/
https://www.loc.gov/nls/braille-audio-reading-materials/bard-access/
https://www.bookshare.org/cms/
http://www.brailleplus.net/
https://www.learningally.org/
http://www.classzone.com/cz/index.htm
http://www.wiley.com/WileyCDA/Section/id-405779.html
http://www.accessiblebookcollection.org/Default.htm
http://www.ablenow.org/
http://www.brailleplus.net/
https://www.bookshare.org/cms/
http://www.daisy.org/home
https://www.learningally.org/
https://nckids.overdrive.com/
https://tarheelreader.org/


Braille



Large Print



Online



Audio





Some providers for Audiobooks

Learning Ally
• Cost to LEA or state 

funded (for IEP or 504 
only)

• Human Voice Audio

• Over 80,000 titles*

• Post secondary $135 
annually 

Bookshare 
• Free to any student 

with a Print Disability 

• Computerized 

• Over 600,000 titles

• Post secondary one 
time $25



Learning Ally 

Phone

Tablet

Computer



NC Guidance for Membership in 
DPI Learning Ally State Contract 
• Free & low-cost audiobooks & digital text-to-speech books 

should always be considered prior to accessing the NCDPI 
Learning Ally contract

• a student must have a print disability

• IEP or 504 team is responsible for determining

• Each LEA is responsible for identifying educational 
professional(s) who have authority to certify students enroll 
the them in Learning Ally



Sample of Learning Ally



Bookshare 

<iframe width="560" height="315" src="https:/www.youtube.com/embed/rsuIJXVDAI8" frameborder="0" allow="autoplay%3B encrypted-media" allowfullscreen></iframe>


More on Bookshare

• LEAs establish an Organizational Member who 
supports Sponsors working with students-free 
individual memberships for students one time fee 
for life

• Spectrum of print materials such as textbooks, 
newspapers, journals and short stories

• Free/Paid apps to access books in audio, text or 
Braille



Bookshare Continued
Free to all students with a print disability (NIMAC 

textbooks are only for students with IEPs)



Please complete the
Exit Ticket 

before leaving this session ☺
https://goo.gl/forms/n6GNgYdGYqDWqsB63 

Send additional questions to 

crystal.patrick@dpi.nc.gov

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdJjTci-nGlUU-TQ4Rg8NgZ9OPD2OZkf0wNs1s58vEQZLdd5Q/viewform?usp=sf_link

